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DECEMBER, 1940 NO. 
Adopted by Vote of the Conference 

1. The Kentucky Library Association favors legislative action revising the law for li- 
braries in second class cities. 

2. Legislation should be initiated allowing for the retirement and pensions: for librarians. 

3. State and Federal aid for libraries should be sought. 

4. A larger appropriation for the Department of Library and Archives, especially for 
the Library Extension Division, is needed. 

5. The K. L. A. will support the idea of regional libraries through state agencies. 

6. The K. L. A. wishes to co-operate in the national defense program. 

7. The K. L. A. recommends the codification of the library laws of Kentucky. 

8. Further study should be made of the library training agencies in the state, with refer- 
ence to accreditation of at least one school by the American Library Association, the 
ability of schools offering courses to give creditable work, ete. 

9. The K. L. A. pledges support and encouragement to the Kentucky Citizens Library 
League. 

10. Emphasis should be placed on trained personnel in all state library positions. 
11. The K. L. A. recommends the reinstatement of a state supervisor of school libraries. 
12. The K. L. A. asks that training agencies bring the study of school libraries to date. 
13. An effort should be made to make it possible for school librarians to attend K. L. A. 
conferences. 
14. Letters of commendation should be sent by K. L. A. to all essay contest winners. 
15. The possibility of having the American Library Association survey all library service 
in Kentucky should be investigated. 
16. Those resolutions in which he would be interested should be sent to the Governor. 
Dr. JOHN G. Barrow 
Librarian Berea College. 
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President’s Message 


Frankly, writing a president’s message is a new experience for me. First, perhaps, I should 
express my appreciation of the honor you have conferred upon me. I thank you for the trust 
reposed in me, and I shall put forth my best efforts in planning and earrying out the year’s 
program. However, I realize that alone a president can do nothing, therefore, I ask that each 
member of the association give advice and support, so that through the coming year we may 
accomplish some of the recommendations outlined at the closing session of our 1940 annual 
meeting in Frankfort. 

We must consider the recommendations and a program for ‘‘action’ 
summarized in his sixteen resolutions. 

We want complete and adequate library coverage for the state of Kentucky. We know from 
the latest Library Extension Division report that 67% of the population of our state is without 
publie library service. Each of us must help to develop state wide equalized library service. 
This can be done by cooperating: (1) with the W.P.A. which already is offering three types 
of library service, Packhorse libraries, Rural libraries, and Assistance to libraries already estab- 
lished; (2) with the Kentucky Citizens Library League to arouse citizen interest and to lend 
support to the plan and organization of regiona! library demonstration, one of which is now in 
the making at Murray State Teachers College. 

Each librarian and library friend must lend his efforts toward securing state and federal 
aid, and toward securing a much needed increased appropriation for the Department of Library 
and Archives, with emphasis on the Library Extension Division. 

Efforts must be made (1) to seeure legislation allowing retirement and pensioning librar- 
ians and (2) to secure legislative action revising the law for libraries in second class cities. 

A capable legislative committee will work on the codification of the library laws of Kentucky. 

The legislative year is 1942. Each member must inform himself fully on each point and 
must feel a personal responsibility to bring these points to the attention of his state representa- 
tive and senator in the Kentucky legislature and his representative and senator at Washington. 
Each member, after informing himself, should ssek to get group action in the various organiza- 
tions, (civie, service and women’s clubs) and then see that these endorsements reach the right 
officials. 

Plans are underway for two studies, namely: Training agencies in Kentucky, and School 
libraries in Kentucky. A survey of all Kentucky libraries has been suggested—and the Plan- 
ring Committee will consider this along with its other objectives. 

The Kentucky Library Association needs the support of school librarians. School librarians 
must be urged to become members, to attend the annual conference and to work toward the ap- 
pointment of a school library supervisor. To secure more school librarians as members, we must 
plan for an interesting school library program for the annual convention for the support of 
school library interests. 

Lastly, what are our cpportunities and responsibilities in relation to the National defense 
program ? 

It is the library’s job to help people to understand the meaning of events, to put books in 
the hands of the American people which will help them to understand and appreciate American 
democracy. 

The libraries are receiving increasing calls from research workers, industrialists, business 
men and men in the trades, for all types of literature, especially technical and recreational. Four 
useful lists have been prepared by various authors in cooperation with the A.L.A. Each librar- 
ian is urged to use these as a check for rounding out the library’s collection. Our opportuni- 
ties are many—let us lend our efforts by encouraging reading on all current problems, local, na- 
tional and international. 

In spite of war and distress. insecurity and general unrest, regular library service must go 
on. The K.L.A. must not forget the 67% of Kentuecky’s population without publie library serv- 
ice, and must start immediately to work towards the goal of complete library coverage for our 
state. 


, 


, Which Dr. Barrow 


EDNA J. GRAUMAN, 
President Kentucky Library Association. 
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PRESENTATION OF CONFER- 
ENCE THEME 

Miss Julia Wright Merrill, Chief, 
Publie Library Division, A.L.A., 
sounded the keynote of the Con- 
ference in stressing deeds in place 
of words and wishful thinking. She 
urged the coordination of national 
and state planning; appropriate 
time and proper procedure were of 
vital importance in procuring fed- 
eral and state aid. She emphasized 
ihe need of correlation of all work- 
ing groups, and the utilization of 
every available source of help. In 
short, ‘‘a unified library program 
with anited effort behind  it’’ 
should be the aim of libraries in 
fulfilling their obvious funetion in 
the national defense program. 

In connection with National De- 
fense, the function of libraries was 
elucidated in a statement issued by 
the Executive Board of the Ameri- 
can Library Association at its meet- 
ing in Chicago on October 9, 1940. 
The Board voted: 

““Tiat in this time of national 
emergency the Exeeutive Board 
reaffirm its conviction that the ex- 
tension and equalization of li- 
brary opportunity on a national 
scale in the United States is and 
must remain a major coneern of 


the American Library <Associa- 
tion. 

“Current experience shows 
that modern warfare is not so 


much a struggle with lethal weap- 
ons as with spiritual and intellec- 
tual ones. 

“It is of prime importance to 
the national defense of this coun- 
try that not only the individuals 
directly engaged in defense activi- 
ties, but all citizens have access 
to books for reading, study and 
training. To leave forty-seven 
million individuals in the United 
States and Canada _ without li- 
brary service is to weaken our na- 
tional armor.”’ 

We were grateful to Miss Mer- 
vill for her participation in all of 
ow meetings. Her contributions 
were helpful and they influenced 
many of our decisions. 

* * * 
THIRTY YEARS OF SERVICE 

(Library Extension Division) 
Three years after the Kentucky 








Library Association was organized, 





the Kentucky Library Commission 
came into existence, the law being 
passed by the General Assembly of 
1910, cffeective on June 13th. 

The members appointed to the 
Commission were, Fannie C. Raw- 
son, Louisville; May Stone, Hind- 
man; Mrs. George A. Flournoy, 
Padueah; Frank K. Kavanaugh, 
Frankfort and Dr. William B. 
Doherty, Louisville. 

Governor Augustus E. Willson 
called the Commission together for 
its first meeting July 26th, 1910. 
Miss Rawson was eleeted chairman. 
The Commission office opened Sep- 
tember 10, 1910 with Miss Julia A. 
Rcbinson, Iowa, as acting seere- 
tary. Miss Rawson, having re- 
signed from the Commission, com- 
pleting her library training at the 
Albany New York Library School, 
assumed her duties as executive 
secretary and director June 1, 
1911, and served in that capacity 
until May 1, 1930. She was sue- 
eceded on that date by Miss Lena 
B. Nofcier, Wilmore, Ky. 


There were many changes in the 
office personnel and on the Com- 
mission Board during these thirty 
years. Its suecess has been in 
large part due to the interest and 
ccoperation of the Governors, the 


LIBRARY CONDITIONS IN THE 


Public libraries ..............-...--.---.---....... 


Tax supported public libraries 
Public libraries giving free county 

service 
Expenditures per capita 
Number of volumes per capita 
Cireulation per capita 
College and Special libraries 
College (Jr. College & Univ.) 
Special 


State and Federal Institution libraries 


LIBRARY SERVICES IN 
EASTERN KENTUCKY 


The area constituting the basis 
of this report consists of forty-four 
eastern counties comprising all 
which, by virtue of their rough to- 
pography, are known as mountain 
counties. Included among the for- 


ty-four are those northeastern 
counties,—Boyd, Carter, Greenup, 
Lewis, ete. sometimes termed 





Board, the members of the staff, the 
Kentucky Library Association, 
clubwomen and hosts of interested 
citizens throughout the state. 

One-third of Kentucky’s popu- 
lation has no local public library 
service. 

Extension service is also given 
by Berea College, numerous moun- 
tain community centers, and Home- 
place Library. 

These statistics show the amount 
of services available at the low ex- 
penditure of less than 1/3 of a 
cent per capita for the state and 
15 per eapita locally. The de 
mand for Book Services far ex- 
ceeds the book supply. It is evident 
that State Aid for local library 
service, and a much larger ap- 
propriation for the activities of the 
Library Extension Division are 
necessary if Kentucky is to provide 
the essential book services needed 
by its citizens. 

Lena B. Norcier, Director 
Library Extension Division. 
[*3—receiving $1,000.00 or more an- 
nually from county for service. 
8—receiving under $1,000.00 annually 
from county for service. 
22—recziving no appropriation but 
free service. Refers to table]. 


STATE 
1910 1939 1940 
4 68 68 
13 33 33 
oe *33 *33 
sa 12 5 
_ .26 (14 bk) .31 (1/3 bk) 
oie 80 85 
a 
vi 40 40 
zt 13 13 
18 18 


‘*knob’’ counties; and those bor- 
derline counties of the south-cen- 
tral region—Adair, Casey, Clin- 
ton, Cumberland, Russell, ete. 
which mark the western fringe of 
the mountain territory. In area 


this region totals 15,642 square 
miles, supporting a population 


(1930) of 910,481. (The follow- 
ing eastern counties are included: 
Adair, Bath. Bell, Boyd, Breathitt 
Carter, Casey, Clay, Clinton, Cum 
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berland, Elliott, Estill, Floyd, Gar- 
rard, Greenup, Harlan, Jackson, 
Johnson, Knott, Knox, Laurel, 
Lawrence, Lee, Leslie, Letcher, 


Lewis, Lincoln, McCreary, Madi- 
Magoffin, Martin, Menifee, 


£on, 
Mergan, Owsley, Perry, Pike, 
Powell, Pulaski, Rockeastle, Row- 


an,, Russell, Wayne, Whitley, and 
Wolfe) 

There are no large cities in the 
region. Ashland, located on the 
northeastern fringe, is the largest, 
having a population (1930) of 29,- 
O74. There is but one other city 
of ten thousand or more in all for- 
ty-four counties. Regarded in 
terms of library serviee, the rural 
nature cf eastern Kentucky pre- 
sents serious problems which thus 
far have remained unsolved. 

The agencies rendering library 
service to individuals in this region 
may be grouped roughly as fol- 
lows: 

I Publie libraries 

a. Tax supported 

b. Women’s club 

ce. Association, endowed, 
subscription 


and 


II Libraries of pubile schools 
a. Secondary 
b. Elementary 


iil 


Libraries of privately support- 
ed colleges, settlement 
schools, andcommunity 
eenters 

IV Library Extension Division 
V W. P. A. Packhorse Library 


Projects 
VI Miscellaneous minor agencies, 

as follows: 

a: Frontier Nursing Service 

b. Kentucky Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. U. of Ky. 
Women’s Club Service 

¢. Kentucky Homemakers’ Li- 


brary 
d. University of Kentucky. 
Department of +-H and 


Home Demonstration Work. 
Play Loan Service. 

e. Kentucky Sunday School 
Association, Lois Tracy Ax- 
ton Memorial Library 

f. Vanderbilt University 
School of Religion, Cireu- 
lating Library for Rural 
Ministers. 


cv 


A great deal of the library serv- 
ice rendered in the eastern counties 
of Kentucky comes under the head- 
ing of extension work, involving 
either the effort to lend books from 
one geographical point to sur- 
rounding points, or the voluntary 
extension of book service without 
cost, to individuals having no spe- 
cial claim upon such service. 

The following brief statement of 
library conditions in forty-four 
counties of eastern Kentucky is 
patterned after the above outline: 
I Publie libraries 

a. Public libraries, tax supported 

No. individual libraries 6 
Total no. vols. in these collee- 


tions 23, 460. 
b. Public libraries, women’s 
clubs 


No. individual libraries 4 
Total no. vols. in these collee- 
tions 15,444 
¢. Public libraries, association, 
endowed, and subscription 
_.No. individual libraries 4 
Total no. vols. in these collee- 
tions 12,299 
Total no. vols., all types of 
publie libraries 51,203 
No. of counties having public 
libraries 13 
No. of public libraries in these 
counties 14 
Total population (1930) 
these 13 counties 380,997 
Public library books per cap- 


in 


ita .134 books 

Total population (1930) of 
the forty-four counties in 
which these 14 public li- 


braries loeated 910,481 
Public library books per eap- 
ita on this basis .056 books 
(A. L. A. standard, 2 to 3 
books per capita) 
“(Based on figures in Ky. L. E. D., 14th Bien- 
nial Report, 1935, 1937). 
I1—Libraries of Public Schools. 
. . No up-to-date information se- 
cured, although this province is 
worthy of investigation. However, 
so long as the school libraries have 
ground to cover in improving the 
standard of service rendered to 
their own students and staff, it is 
obvious that their energies cannot 
be effectively directed towards com- 


munity library service. Their re- 
sponsibility is an academic one. 


I1I—Libraries of Privately-sup- 
ported Colleges, Settlement 
Schools, and Community Centers— 
In addition to performing their ex- 
pected formal and informal aead- 
emie funetions, a few of the librar- 
ies of this group serve ‘‘out be- 
yond’’ in rendering genuine book- 
extension service to individuals, 
schools, and communities frequent- 
ly lacking all other library faeili- 
ties. Two recent lists of privately 
supported colleges, _ settlement 
schools, and community centers Jo- 
cated in this area indicate that ap- 
proximately eighty such _institu- 
tions are functioning in the forty- 
four eastern counties at the present 
time. The majority of these have 
book collecticns to which their own 
students, staff, and patrons have 
access. A large number, perhaps 
one-third, stand ready to grant li- 
brary service to individuals not 
connected with their institutions, 
but who are able to come to the 
book collections for reading and 
borrowing. Examples of institu- 
tions rendering this type of service 
are: Annville Institute (Jackson 
County), Gilbert Henry Commun- 
ity Center (Garrard), Highland 
Institution (Breathitt), Hindman 
Settlement School (Knott), With- 
erspoon College (Perry), ete. 

A small number of these institu- 
tions go a step further and main- 


tain hook-lending and_ delivery 
service to rural readers. Notable 
examples are: Berea College, 
Homeplace (Community Center), 
and Sue Bennett College. Travel- 


ing Libraries and book-trucks con- 
stitute the means of taking books 
to rural readers, a large propor- 
tion of whom are school children 
reached by visits to school houses. 


Admitting a few noteworthy ex- 
ceptions, it should be said that, for 
the most part, the library exten- 
sion efforts of the institutions mak- 
ing up this group are neither well- 
conceived nor extensive. Inade- 
quate book collections, lack of 
financial support, dependence up- 
on. donated materials, meager ad 
ministration, interfere with the 
attainment of high standards of 
service in academie work, and pre 
clude the employment of these eo 





Dece 


lectio 
A la 
are Ci 
ing t! 
Man) 
eurre 
gifts. 
that 

instit 
grant 
muni 
meth 
facto 


IV 
—Th 
brary 
milia 
do ne 
haps 
signif 
and 
count 
£ervit 
ence 


‘the I 


deart 
seatte 
adequ 
servic 
part 
trave 
Divis 
count 
these 
for 1 
for v 
PA 
comn 
ber o 
the f 
ing ] 
of tl 
issue 
of tl 
perio 
WI 
80 lat 
ing | 
schoc 
Servi 
Servi 
The 
wher 
that 
of th 
tion 
brary 
that. 
main 
sible 
this — 
exis*¢ 


ex- 
ad- 
rar- 
be- 
0k- 
als, 
ont- 
eili- 
tely 
ent 

lo- 
ap- 
itu- 
'ty- 
ent 
ave 
wn 
ave 
aps 
m2 
not 
ons, 
the 
and 
itu- 
vice 
gon 
un- 
and 
nan 
ith- 


itu- 
ain- 
ery 
ible 
Ege, 
er’), 
vel- 
0n- 
oks 
0r- 
ren 
Ses. 


ex- 
for 
ten- 
\ak- 
“ell- 
ide- 
of 
up- 
ad- 
the 
of 
pre- 
col 


‘the Reading Courses. 





December, 1940 


k. L. A. BULLETIN 


Page 5 





lections in vital extension service. 
A large number of these collections 
are cared for by busy teachers, dur- 
ing the intervals left by other jobs. 
Many of the collections receive no 


current acquisitions other than 
gifts. In general it may be said 


that the officers of many of these 
institutions would be willing to 
grant book-service to their com- 
munities, provided that means and 
methods could be worked out satis- 
factorily. 


1V—Library Extension Division 
—The services offered by the Li- 
brary Extension Division are fa- 
miliar to Kentucky Librarians and 
do not require discussion here. Per- 
haps those which are of greatest 
significance to individuals, schools, 
and communities of the eastern 
counties are: the traveling library 
service, and the individual Refer- 
ence and Loan service, including 
Due to the 
dearth of local publie libraries, the 
seattered population, and the in- 
adequate school collections, these 
services are especially vital in this 
part of the state. In 1937-39, 263 
traveling libraries were sent by the 
Division into the forty-four eastern 
countics under consideration. Of 
these libraries, 116 were borrowed 
for use in elementary sehools, 55 
for use in high schools, 58 by W. 
P. A. workers, 15 for use in small 
communities, ete. The total num- 
ber of Traveling Libraries entering 
the forty-four eastern counties dur- 
ing 1937-39 represents 28 per cent 
of the total number of libraries 
issued by the Division to ell parts 
of the state during the two year 
period, or 955. 


Why, we might well ask, should 
so large a proportion of the Travel- 
ing Library service be devoted to 
schools, when the rendering of such 
service means proportionately less 
service available to communities ? 
The suggestion wiil be made else- 
Where in this afternoon’s program 
that it be made the responsibility 
of the State Department of Eduea- 
tion to take eare of Traveling Li- 
trary service to schools. Provided 
that a high standard of service be 
maintained, why is this not a sen- 
sible goal to work for? A step in 
this direction is indieated by the 
fXls‘ence of sets of Traveling Li- 


braries operated by county Super- 
intendents, twenty-two reporting in 
the entire state. Kleven in moun- 
tain counties. 


V—W. P. A. Packhorse Library 
Projects—Three types of library 
activities are carried on by the 
Kentucky Statewide Library Proj- 
ect: Packhorse, Rural and Assist- 
ance Projects. Of these, the first 
operate exclusively in eastern Ken- 
tucky. In April 1940; thirty-three 
Packhorse Library Projects were in 
operation, all but one -ef which 
were located within the range of 
counties forming the basis for this 
report. These projects vary great- 
ly among themselves in the size of 
their bock-eollections, nature of 
their staffs, and extent of their use- 
fulness. While it is not in order 
to describe methods of operation, 
the following statistics, as of April 
1940, will serve to indicate the 
scope of the Packhorse work: 

Number of Packhorse 
Library Projects 33. 


County 
ae 


‘ 
Total number of books available 
11,742. 


Total number of magazines avail- 
able 116,806. 


Total number’ of 
available 2,582. 


scrapbooks 


Total number of books ecireulat- 
ed, April 1940, 74,856. 


Total number of magazines cir- 
culated, April 1940, 67,185. 


Total number of Ser. books eir- 
culated, April 1940, 2,653. 

Number of families served 59,- 
733. 

Number eertified workers 342. 

Number non-certified workers 13. 

Number earriers 182. 


In the eyes of those responsible 
for administering these Projects, 
they are ‘‘demonstrations’’, intend. 
ed to point the way towards local 
acceptance of responsibility for 
maintaming publie library service. 
Thus far the Packhorse Library 
Projects, while rendering a broad 
and genuine service to thousands 
of families, many of whom have no 
other access to bocks, do not ap- 
pear to be attaining the goal of 
‘local acceptance of responsibil- 
ity’’ at a very heartening rate, 


Vi—-Miscellaneous Minor Agen- 
cies—Ineidental to its main work 
of caring for the health of thou- 
sands of isolated rural families in 
and near Leslie County, the Fron- 
tier Nursing Service does a limited 
amount of bcok lending from its 
e:ght nursing centers. At one of 
the eenters, the Belle Barrett 
Hughitt Memorial in Burton, Clay 
County, a fairly good small gen- 
eral library, is maintained. 

Operating from the University 
f Kentucky Library, in connection 
wiih ihe activities of the Kentucky 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, a 
Women’s Club service is extended 
to club members throughout the 
state. Books, magazines, pamph- 
lets. clippings, ete. are lent. The 
service is particularly designed to 
help in the preparation of club 
programs. 





*Figures for Packhorse Projects in Green and 
Wayne Counties not included. Green County 
is not within the limits of this discussion. 
Figures for Wayne County Project not avail- 
able at the time when the information was 
gathered by the writer. 

Also maintaining a headquarters 
at the University of Kentucky is 
the Kentucky Homemakers  Li- 
brary, a small cireulating ecollec- 
tion established in 1938 for the use 
of members of the Homemakers 
Clubs. A Play Lean Scrvice to in-* 
dividuals in rural sections of the 
state is rendered by the Depart- 
ments of 4H Clubs and Home 
Demonstration work of the Univer- 
sity’s college of Agriculture. Col- 
lections of plays are maintained, 
and mimeographed lists are avail- 
able to the borrower, classified by 
type of play, and by number of 
characters required. The purpose 
is not to lend copies of plays for 
preduction purposes, but to lend a 
sufficient number of titles, so that 
the borrower may choose a suitable 
play for performance. 

Two minor book extension serv- 
ices dealing with books of a relig- 
ious, or semi-religious nature are 
those rendered by the Kentucky 
Sunday School Association through 
its Lois Traey Axton Memorial Li- 
brary, and the Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity School of Religion’s Cireulat- 
ing Library for Rural Ministers. 
The former consists of about one 
thousand, the latter of about four 
thousand, volumes. Both eollee- 
tions are used by religious and so- 
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cial workers in the eastern counties 
of Kentucky. 

Conclusion.—To anyone familiar 
with library conditions in Ken- 
tucky, it is obvious that the funda- 
mental barrier to progress is a 
financial one. According to Carle- 
ton B. Jceckel*, Kentucky would 
require about four per cent of its 
tax resources to support a public 
library program of $1.00 per cap- 
ita. Of the forty-eight states, Ken- 
tucky ranks sixth in the percentage 
of tax resources which would be 
required for the Purpose. On the 
other hand, in tax-paying ability 
per capita, Kentucky ranks forty- 
third out of the forty-eight states. 
Whatever may be truthfully said 
about the financial condition of 
Kentucky as a whole may be under- 
seored heavily with regard to the 
eastern counties. An examination 
of the financial situation of the in- 
dividual counties reveals that for- 
ty-two of the forty-four are already 
using the maximum of tax re- 
sources available under present 
legal arrangements for purposes 
other than library service. The 
total estimated annual income for 
several counties, based upon as- 
sessed value of property, is as low 
as $8,100 per county. While the 
estimated income of the majority 
of the eastern counties is well above 
this minimum figure, in many cases 
a large debt is outstanding. and all 
available resources needed to main- 
tain certain special services already 
functioning. 

What general pattern of library 
service is necessary if the eastern 
counties of Kentucky are to receive 
adequate library service? It is 
clear that standard publie library 
service, while it must go on and 
grow, does not contain the solution. 
The financial weakness of towns 
and counties, together with the 
preponderantly rural character of 
the population, dictate the need for 
extraordinary measures. The cor- 
nerstone of any comprehensive li- 
brary program at all adequate for 
eastern Kentucky appears to be < 
plan for regional library service, 
based upon operating units of two 
or more counties, and supported by 


*Joeckel, Carleton B. Library service. Pre- 
pared for the Advisory Committee on Educa- 
tion. Wash., D. C., Government printing of- 
fice, 1938. P. 78, 80, 83. 


state ov federal aid, in addition to 
county funds. In order to assure 
wise procedure, such regional units 
should be under the general direc- 
tion of the Library Extension Divi- 
sion, aided by boards representmg 
the counties involved. Such a plan 
conceivably might allow room for 
the book-extension activities of 
many cf the institutions whieh are 
now working independently. Quite 
possibly such institutions as Home- 
place, Sue Bennett College, Berea 
College, ete., could assume a re- 
sponsible share in the execution of 
the regional library program. 
Should the W. P. A, ‘‘man-power”’ 
and funds be placed at the disposal 
of the Division and others respon- 
sible for carrying out regional li- 
brary service, a considerable back- 
log of support would thus be avail- 
able. 
The practical implementation of 
a regional plan for library service 
would be the strategie way of show- 
ing what can be done. Western 
Kentucky has her regional library 
‘*Demonstration’’ under way, cen- 
tering at Murray State Teachers 
College. .A similar plan should be 
worked out for a group of adjoin- 
ing mountain counties, operating 
out of one of the larger mountain 
towns. such as Hazard. Sponsor- 
ing agents in such a case would 
probably be: The Library Exten- 
sion Division, a town committee, 
individuals representing the in- 
terests o fthe counties to be served, 
and perhaps W. P. A. supervisors. 
It is possible that private institu- 
tions which are engaged in library- 
extension activities, involving a 
program of book delivery, might 
turn over to such a regional library 
a nucleus of books and equipment 
with which to carry on such a pro- 
gram. 
Robert F. Beach, 
Berea College Library. 


* * * 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN 
KENTUCKY 
Last year we had 661 high 


schools which were fully accredited 
through the twelfth grade. Of this 
number 529 were public high 
schools for white pupils, 59 were 
publie high schools for colored chil- 
dren and 73 were private secondary 
schools, 586 of these high schools 


made complete reports concerning 
the professional training of their 
librarians. 159 of the 586 high 
schools which gave this information 
reported that they did not provide 
anyone with library training. 51 
high schools reported librarians 
with professional training from one 
to five semester hours; 135 report- 
ed librarians with six semester 
hours of professional training; 34 
reported librarians with seven to 
eleven semester hours of training; 
44 with twelve semester hours; 28 
with training from. thirteen to 
seventeen semester hours; 17 re- 
ported librarians with eighteen 
semester hours of library training 
to their credit; 10 high schools re- 
ported the employment of librar- 
ians with training from nineteen to 
twenty-three semester hours ; 16 re- 
ported their librarians as having 
completed twenty-four semester 
hours ; 26 reported their librarians 
as having completed between twen- 
ty-five to twenty-nine semester 
hours of training; and 66 reported 
the employment of librarians with 
thirty or more hours of training. 


In 1934 there were only 33 high 
school librarians with more than 30 
hours of training, only nine with 
training from 25 to 29 semester 
hours, while 238 were reported as 
not employing anyone with any li- 
brary training. One can see from 
these figures that we are slowly get- 
ting far better trained people in 
charge of our high school libraries. 
We are insisting that even our 
smallest accredited high school 
(one reporting fewer than one hun- 
dred pupils) shall employ some one 
on the faculty who has had at least 
six semester hours of training in 
library science. Our very small 
aceredited high schools are disap- 
pearing. They are being merged 
into larger centers through con- 
solidation. 


The reports made by the prit- 
cipals last year indicate that there 
were 811,596 volumes in the I: 
braries of the public and private 
high schools of the state. The 
principals reported that 80,313 vol- 
umes had been added during the 
year. I should say in passing that 


most of the library books are being 
selected from the Standard Catalog 
(Turn to page 16) 
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TRIBUTE 
. to 
DOROTHY GOODWIN 


We wish to pay a tribute to the 
former editor of the K. L. A. Bul- 
letin who served so efficiently for 
the past three years. Under her 
leadership, the Bulletin grew in 
wisdom and in size. We are grate- 
ful for the traditions established by 
our predecessors. Thank you, 
Dorothy Goodwin! May we not let 
you down. 

* * 68 

PURCHASING AIDS FOR 

DEFENSE DEMANDS 


We wish to call attention to the 
following bibliographies on Nation- 
al Defense: 


1. Industrial Training for Nation- 
a Defense, -by Charles M. 
Mohrhardt. 

2. Latin America, Books for North 
American Readers, compiled by 
Betty Adler. 

3. Aeronautic Training for Na- 
tional Defense, by Paul Howard. 

4. Engineering Defense Training, 
by Harrison W. Craver and 
Harrison A. Von Urff. 


These lists are published by the 
American Library Association; the 


first three have come out as a part 
of the Booklist. They may be pur- 
chased by writing to the American 
Library Association, 520 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illi- 
nois, at the following prices: Single 
copy, 25e; 10 copies, $1; 25, $2; 
50, $3; 100, $5. 
* * * 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
LIBRARY TRAINING 
AGENCIES IN 
KENTUCKY 


ON 


SCOPE: 

In order that efforts might not 
be scattered over too wide an area, 
the committee has limited its scope 
to a study only of courses offered 
for the professional training of li- 
brarians and_ teacher-librarians. 

Information submitted in this re- 
port has been largely secured from 
the heads of the Library Science 
Departments. A letter was sent 
early in the summer to each asking 
what information he should like in- 
eluded in the report and a ques- 
tionnaire* was later mailed to each 
department head in an effort to se- 
cure uniformity of statistical data. 
Any additional questions were tak- 
en up through correspondence with 
the individual involved. It was 
possible to have personal interviews 
with the heads of three depart- 
ments. The chairman has also had 
access to a copy of ‘*‘A study of the 
library school situation in the 
southern states’? made by Miss 
Bogle, assistant secretary of the 
A. L. A., in 1930 as it concerned 
Kentucky. Also read were the re- 
port of a conference on library 
training agencies in Kentucky held 
in Louisville, November 13, 1931 at 
which the following colleges were 
represented: Eastern Kentucky 
State Teachers College, Nazareth 
College, University of Kentucky, 
University of Louisville, and West- 
ern Kentucky State Teachers Col- 
lege and the recommendations for 
library training made by the Ken- 
tucky Survey Commission in 1938. 
TRAINING AGENCIES: 

Five agencies in Kentucky are 
at present definitely engaged in 
the training of professional li- 
brarians and _ teacher-librarians. 
They are: Berea College, Nazareth 


*The questionnaire used in making this study 





College at Louisville, Murray State 
Teachers College, Western State 
Teachers College at Bowling Green, 
and the University of Kentucky. 
Morehead State Teachers College 
lists in its eatalog for 1940-41 a 
course, ‘‘to teach the principles: of 
classifying, cataloging, and admin- 
istering the small school library’’, 
no credit specified but requiring an 
additional hour for practice work. 
However, this course is not listed 
in the schedule of recitations for 
the fall semester, and the committee 
has been informed that it will not 
be offered during the aeademie ses- 
sion. The catalog of Saint Cathar- 
ine Junior College, St. Catharine, 
Kentucky, offers twelve hours of li- 
brary science, one course of three 
hours each semester in a two-year 
‘*pre-library’’ course. However, a 
letter asking for a more definite 
statement as to the purpose of such 
courses met with no response. It 
is now understood that Ursuline 
Sacred Heart Junior College also 
offers courses but this did not come 
to the attention of the committee, 
and has not been studied. 
OFFERING : 

The Library Science Department 
of Berea College was organized in 
1930 following the suggestion of 
Miss Bogle. The first year only six 
semester hours were offered. The 
curricuium was gradually expand- 
ed to eighteen hours to meet the 
state certification requirements for 
a teaching minor. Beginning with 
the present year six semester hours 
will alternate with six hours the 
following year, making possible a 
curriculum of twenty-four semester 
hours which a student may obtain 
in the upper division of the college, 
though no more than eighteen se- 
mester hours will be offered in a 
given year. At present no courses 
are offered during the summer ses- 
sion although many requests for 
such have led to consideration of 
such offerings. 

Nazareth College has _ offered 
courses in training for school li- 
brary work since the winter of 1929, 
the only year in which courses 
were offered in the academic ses- 
sion. Given at first in the English 
Department, they are now offered 
by the Library Training Depart- 


has been filed with the secretary. 
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ment. The object of these courses 
is to prepare the Sisters for school 
librarianship, but they are open to 
lay students who meet their re- 
quirements. Until 1935 only eight- 
cen eredit hours were offered but 
since then the number of hours has 
been increased first to twenty-four 
and finally to thirty. The courses 
since 1930 have been offered only 
in the summer session of six wecks 
so that the thirty hours may be 
completed in five consecutive sum- 
mers. With requests, however, 
from several communities of teach- 
ing Sisters, Nazareth will probably 
return to offerings in the academic 
session as well. 

Murray State Teachers College 
reinstated during the second. semes- 
ter of 1938-1939 courses in library 
science discontinued in 1982 be- 
cause of the depression. At that 
time thirty hours were being of- 
fered. The move to begin again 
the training of librarians and 
teacher-librarians, the committee is 
assured, followed a survey of the 
thirteen counties in the first Con- 
gressional district which seemed to 
ihdicate the need for library cours- 
es in that area. At first only eight- 
cen hours of professional library 
courses were offered but the fall of 
1940 finds that curriculum expand- 
ed to offer both a minor of eighteen 
hours and a major of thirty hours, 
twenty-four professional and six 
semi-professional. Students may 
take courses in Library Science af- 
ter they have secured senior college 
standing, that is, have completed 
the first two years. All courses are 
open as electives and a student, if 
he so desires, may take only one 
course in Library Science. 

Western Kentucky State Teach- 
ers College has since 1933-1934 of- 


fered a minor course of eighteen 
hours. Prior to that a twelve hour 


course, offered since 1929, had been 
expanded in 1930 to thirty hours. 
In determining material to be in- 
cluded in the courses, suggestions 
from Miss Fargo’s study in prep- 
aration of teacher-librarians were 
used. Consultation was had also 
with the Board of Edueation for 
Librarianship of the A. L. A. and 
the supervisor of school libraries in 
Kentucky. Such semi-professional 
courses are designed ‘‘to give to 
teachers and prospective teachers 


a knowledge of the purpose and use 
ef the school library in effective 
teaching and to train teacher-li- 
brarians for service in elementary, 
junior and senior high schools.”’ 
Students wishing to meet minimum 
requirements of six hours are re- 
quired to take Book Selection and 
School Library Administration 
which are prerequisites to all other 
courses. 

The University of Kentucky has 
offered professional courses in Li- 
brary Science since 1930 with a 
full curriculum of thirty hours 
since 1933-1934. For two years the 
courses were given in the English 
Department but since 1932 have 
been offered by the Department of 
Library Science. With the execep- 
tion of first term reference, which 
may be taken by those juniors who 
must do practice teaching in the 
fall semester of their senior year, 
the professional courses are open 
only to seniors, and graduate stu- 
dents. Two additional courses are 
offered for prospective teachers and 
school administrators. ‘Courses are 
offered alternately during summer 
sessions so that librarians in serv- 
ice may if they choose complete the 
thirty hours of library science in 
summer sessions. 

FACULTY AND FIELD WorK: 
BEREA 

Courses at Berea are taught by 
Miss Virginia Engle who holds the 
rank of instructor and a bachelor’s 
degree with work toward the mas- 
ter’s degree. Most of the students 
are assistants in Berea College li- 
brary which has collections for 
grades 1-8 and have opportunity 
for observation, but only limited 
field work. 

NAZARETH 

The work at Nazareth is directed 
by Sister Mary Canisius assisted by 
Sisters M. Bernadette and James 
Ellen with the rank of assistant 
professor and professor respective- 
ly, though the former gives only 
part-time. Miss Ella Churchill 
Warren, a local school librarian, 
and Miss Bernice Bell, head. of the 
children’s work in the Louisville 
Free Library also teach courses. 
The master’s degree is held only 
by the director. Students do prac- 


tice work in the Nazareth College 
libraries and in the Louisville Free 
Public Library, 








MURRAY 

W. J. Gibson, with the rank of 
associate professor, is head of the 
Library Scienee Department at 
Murray, and is the only full-time 
teacher. He is assisted by Ellison 


L. Brown, librarian, and Miss Lil- 
lian Hellowel) of the Department 
of Languages and Literature, each 
with the rank of assistant profes 
sor, and by Alfred H. Rawlinson, 
regional librarian, who is listed as 
an instructor. All have the mas- 
ter’s degree. Practice work is done 
in the training sehool library un- 
der the direction of Miss Mayme 
Whitnell, librarian, with visits to 
other school and public libraries, 
WESTERN 

Miss Margie Helm, librarian, is 
director of the Library Science De- 
partment at Western but does no 
teaching. Miss Edna Bothe teach- 
es all the courses offered except 
during the summers when she is 
away and the work is handled by 
Sarah Garris, reference librarian. 
All three have master’s degrees. 
Practice work is all done at the 
training school library under the 
supervision of the librarian, Mrs. 
Lillyan Grahame Warrener. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 

Miss Mildred Semmons, with the 
‘ank of professor, is head of the 
Department of Library Science of 
the University of Kentucky. She 
is this year assisted by Miss Laura 
K. Martin, associate professor, and 
Miss Azile Wofford, assistant pro- 
fessor, both giving full-time. The 
classes in reference are taught by 
Miss Norma Cass, reference librar- 
ian. All have the master’s degree. 
The department also has a librar- 
ian-secretary-reviser who has a ma- 
jor in library science. Practice work 
is supervised by Mrs. Lucey Gragg 
Wood, librarian of the University 
High School, with the cooperation 
of five school librarians in Lexing- 
ton and vicinity. General obser- 
vation in other libraries and an an- 
nual field trip to Cincinnati are 4 
part of class work. 
EXPENDITURES 


Berea spends $1,020 annually it 
the Library Science Department, 
no designation as to how the 





amount is budgeted. Nazareth 
spends for salaries $400--$700 «| 
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pending on the number of lay 
teachers, plus the contributed serv- 
ices of the Sisters. $50 for books 
and #25 for supplies and equip- 


ment. This, of course is only for 


the summer term. Murray reports 
approximately $4,800 for salaries, 
$200 fer books and $150 for sup- 
plies and equipment. The Univer- 
sity of Kentucky spends $1,000 an- 


Marrrians Kor Use or LIBRARY SCIENCE STUDENTS: 


Books used as 
tools and texts 


Benca. about qc... 1,500 
So ee ee ee Ree re 300 
OO cos oe ences 250 
Western, about .................. 500 
RIRINETSIY | acec os -- 2,398 


Figures for the University are as 
of June 1939 exeept for periodicals 
which are as of April 1940. A good 
estimate of present book collection 
in the Library Science Study ex- 
elusive of pamphlets would be a 
total of 5,250. This figure does not 
include volumes available in the 
University library and other li- 
braries on the campus. 
ENROLLMENT: . 

Figures on enrollment will hard- 
ly be fairly comparable because of 
variations in courses offered, re- 
quirements for admission and the 
number of courses which may be 
taken. However, an effort was 
made to secure the number of stu- 
dents enrolled at present in profes- 
sional courres, the number taking 
courses during the past summer, 
and the yearly enrollments since 
1938 when all five schools would be 
included. The following tabulation 
resulted : 

PRESENT ENROLLMENT (Fall 1940) 
Berea: 17 Part-time students. 
Nazareth: Only summer term. 
Murray: 12 full-time; 20 part- 

time; total 32. 

Western: 22 (All students part- 
time in academic session). 

University : 10 full-time; 11 part- 
time; total 21. 

Since figures are about the same 
as above for each institution during 
the two past years, they are not in- 
eluded in the report. The year in 
which each had the largest enroll- 
ment seemed also not significant. 
It had been hoped to link this in- 
formation with the problem of sup- 


High School or 

Adolescent books 
All bocks in H. S. Standard 
Catalog and others. 


Juvenile books 


nually for books, supplies, and 
equipment and during the past 
year, including summer session and 
an occasional honorarium for visit- 
ing lecturers, spent a bit more than 
$12,000 on salaries. 


Current titles in 
L. 8S. periodicals 


6 600 in college collection; 15 
about 500 used by the students. 


3,567 500 5 
300 300 10 
About 300 with others available 1,000 (approximate) 13 
in the training school library. 
974 956 108 


ply and demand. The enrollment 
for the past summer Coes seem to 
indicate continued demand on the 
part of teachers-in-service for li- 
brary training. 


ENROLLMENT, Summer 1940 


Berea: No summer session. 
Nazareth: 37. 

Murray: 18. 

Western: 30. 

University : 88. 


PLACEMENT: 


The five institutions are agreed 
on one point: that their work is 
largely that of training for school 
libraries varying in estimate from 
85 to 95 per cent as shown by place- 
ment records. However, Nazareth 
has placed graduates also in pub- 
lie and hospital libraries while 
graduates of the University of Ken- 
tucky are to be found in public, 
college, school and special libraries. 
Most of the graduates find employ- 
ment in Kentucky although place- 
ment in other states ranges from 15 
to 55 per cent. 


ACCREDITATION : 


While all the departments report 
themselves as meeting the stand- 
ards set up by the Southern As- 
sociation of Aceredited Colleges 
and Secondary Schools, no one has 
yet received accreditation by the 
American Library Association. 
However, so far as can be judged, 
the Department of Library Science 
of the University of Kentucky is 
at present meeting all the stand- 
ards, 


SURVEYS: 

Highly desirable in Kentucky 
would be an official and authorita- 
tive survey of the livrary training 
agencies similar to those made re- 
cently in Indiana, Michigan and 
Tennessee. However, the chairman 
was assured by a member that the 
Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship has no immediate plans for 
further surveys of library agencies. 
Not only have the funds available 
for such surveys been exhausted 
but it is the expectation of the 
board that the three surveys al- 
ready completed should serve as 
types for other states. It is re- 
gretted that the survey made of 
Tennessee by Miss Eleanor Witmer 
of Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity ,early in 1940. is not yet 
available. However, the other two 
have been studied for this repost. 
The situation in Michigan is hard- 
ly comparable to Kentucky since 
the report urged that more atten- 
tion be given to the training of 
school librarians. However, much 
that seems pertinent to the prob- 
lems in hand may be culled from 
the Indiana report. 


In Indiana, the State Depart- 
ment of Education as of October, 
1938, had approved eight institu- 
tions for courses leading to licenses 
in Library science for full-time or 
part-time service in school libraries. 
These included: Indiana Universi- 
ty, Butler University, Purdue Uni- 
versity, University of Notre Dame, 
Ball State Teachers College, Indi- 
ana State Teachers College, Man- 
chester College, and St. Mary-of- 
the-Woods College, 
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Of this situation, the Board of 
Edueation for Librarianship says 
in its report: ‘‘State supported 
institutions have a greater obliga- 
tion than privately supported col- 
leges and universities to provide 
the instruction in school librarian- 
ship required by the State Depart- 
ment of Education and are recom- 
mended as centers of instruction 
for school librarians and teacher- 
librarians.’’ (page 9). 

‘*More than one agency author- 
ized to give 24 to 30 semester hours 
in library science is not likely to be 
justified. The potential demand 
for teacher-librarians with 16 se- 
mester hours in library science will 
justify two or three training 
agencies after the first demand has 
been met.’’ (page 9). 

‘*Coneentration in one strong 
training agency of all the instruc- 
tion required for several licenses in 
school librarianship would be dis- 
tinctly preferable to the indefinite 
continuation of all established 
agencies.’’ (page 67). 

‘**Indiana University is the insti- 
tution generally favored for the es- 
tablishment of a library school be- 
cause of its general, rather than 
specialized, undergraduate college 
and its group of professional 
schools.’’ (page 69). 

These recommendations for In- 
diana are in line with those made 
for the South by Miss Bogle in 
1930 and for Kentucky by the Ken- 
tucky Library Survey Commission 
in 1933. The latter says: ‘‘It 
seems advisable to limit the main- 
tenance of a full-time course of 24- 
30 semester hours for the training 
of librarians to one institution in 
the state, both because of the pres- 
ent restricted demand for trained 
librarians and because of the econ- 
omy of centralization. The Uni- 
versity of Kentucky seems the logi- 
eal place because of its central lo- 
cation, its facilities for instruction 
and practice work, and its distance 
from the location of any other li- 
brary school.’? (page 13). That 
this has not been adhered to is evi- 
denced by the fact that four of the 
five agencies studied are now offer- 
ing twenty-four hours or above. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


1. That the question be given 
further study during the coming 
year, using this committee’s work 
as a foundation. Suggested for 
study are: 

a. Present demands for the train- 
ing of school librarians as shown 
by records of the State Depart- 
ment of Edueation and the place- 
ment records of training agencies. 
We know, for instanee, that there 
are 118 full-time and 507 part- 
time librarians now in the high 
schools of Kentucky. We should 
know to what extent these posi- 
tions are being filled by Kentucky 
institutions and with how many 
hours of training, 
b. What effeet certification will 
have on future demands for li- 
brarians, other than school, and 
whether this is sufficient to sug- 
gest that some training agency in 
the state expand its program to 
inelude such new demands. 

ce. What is being done, or should 

be done, for training librarians 

for Negro schools. The commit- 
tee has learned that Louisville 


Municipal College offers twelve 
hours but this has not been 
studiea. 


2. That sinee it is advisable to 
concentrate efforts in a few strong 
centralized agencies rather than 
have many weak ones, a conference 
be held, if possible, at a central 
place during the year’*to which will 
be invited representatives of the 
various training agencies, of the 
State Department of Education 
and other accrediting agencies in 
the State, and of the Kentucky Li- 
brary Association in the hope that 
efforts may be coordinated, rather 
than duplicated. 

3. That institutions planning to 
initiate courses designed to give 
professional training to librarians 
and those at present expanding 
their offerings should look eareful- 
ly that they have adequate resoure- 
es and faculty, both from the stand- 
point of number and preparation, 
and that provision be made for 
adequate field work and practice 
in standard libraries. 

Committee : 
Edna Bothe, 
Virginia Engle, 
Azile Wofford, Chairman. 


REPORT OF LEGISLATIVE 
COMMITTEE OF K. L. A. 


Your Legislative Committee is 
proud to report the passage of two 
bills at the 1940 session of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


These measures were sent up as 
two separate bills, but were consol- 
idated before they were passed, 
They are known as_ Kentucky 
Statue 2438d 1-8. They make it 
possible for the Library Extension 
Division to accept and administer 
Federal funds, if and when the 
Congress makes such an appropria- 
tion. The bill further allows a 
combination among the various 
counties working toward a regional 
system of libraries. 


Our goal had been three bills, the 
two we succeeded in passing anda 
bill designed for state aid to librar- 
ies, which carried with it an ap- 
propriation. When we visited the 
Governor to ask for his help, he 
told us it was impossible to make 
any further appropriations; so we 
concentrated on the two _ bills 
passed 


It is with real pride that I make 
this report, because it is an achieve- 
ment which we hardly hoped to ae- 
complish so soon, 


Respectfully submitted, 
Anna H. Settle, Chairman. 


* He % 


RECOMMENDATION OF THE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY GROUP 


Mrs. Settle suggested four legis- 
lative goals which were discussed 
at the Public Library Breakfast. 
The group present recommended 
that the Conference adopt the fol- 
lowing program of state library 
legislation : 


1. Improvement of the law re 
garding public libraries in second 
class cities. 

2. Appropriate legislation Tre 
lating to retirement and pensions 
for libraries. 

3. State aid for libraries. 

4. In conjunction with the 
above, the codification of the l- 
brary laws of the state. : 
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SUMMARY OF REPORT OF K. 
L. A. PUBLICITY COM- 
MITTEE 


1. Organization of Regional 
(Chairman of publicity in sixteen 
regions of state to correspond with 
regional work of K. C. L. L. Chair- 
men in regions: 

1, Harriet Boswell; 3, Susan S. 
Towles; 4. Sue R. MeCulloeh; 5, 
Edna Bothe; 6, Winifred Huteh- 
ings; 8, Alvina Headley; 9, Mary 
Fox Clardy ; 10, Marion H. Skean; 
11, Virginia Murrill; 12, Sue Alex- 
ander; 15, Elizabeth Hanson; 16, 
Catherine Towers. 


In regions 2, 7, 13, 
not been filled. 


and 14, vacancies had 


2. Preparation of an _ indexed 
bibliography and collection of mis- 
cellaneous materials relating to li- 
brary publicity, and to library con- 
ditions and needs in Kentueky. Di- 
rectory of Newspapers of state by 
county and region compiled. 


3. Work of Essay Contest Com- 
mittee : 

Committee: Virginia Engle 
(Chairman), #dna Bothe, Ella C. 
Warren. Contributions (approxi- 
mated $250).: 


Library Extension Division 
mailed 1,500 items to schools (cost 
of $21.07). Lexington Leader gave 
1500 reprints of editorials. N. Y. 
A., Louisville gave ¢3,400 sheets 
paper, mimeographed ¢5,100 sheets 
material. Executive Board of K. 
(. L. L., Bowling Green Business 
and Professional Women’s Club, 
and an anonymous person, gave 
cash prizes ($45). Lena B. Nofcier, 
Junior Literary Guild, Louisville 
News Co., gave books. Arthur M. 
Trossel and S. C. Callison gave en- 
eyelopedias, 


Miscellaneous expenses met by 
K. L. A. (postage, stationery, ete. 
$57.61). 

Entries: 364 essays from 93 
schools in 59 counties. (150 schools 
enrolled). 


Judges: Edna Grauman, Virgil 
Steed, Isaac Bowles, Frank D. 
Seott, Florence H. Ridgway. 


Winners: See K. L. A. Bulletin 
v. 7, no. 1, pt. 7-8 Oct. 1940 for ex- 
cerpts of essays. 


Presentation of prizes: by a 
member of K. L. A. or K. C. L. Lz 
at a school program: Pine Knot 
H. S.: Mary Floyd and Alvina 
Headley, K. L. A.; Mrs. E. A. Fish, 
K. C. L. L.; D. J. Miller, Ken- 
tucky representative Compton’s 
Pictured Eneyelopedia. La Salette 
Academy : Catherine L. Towers, K. 
L. A. Leitehfield H. S.: Mrs. A. 
S. Gardiner, K. C. L. L. Mt. Sterl- 
ing City School: Robert Beach, K. 
L. A. Waddy H. S.: Lena B. 
Nofecier and Winifred Hutchings, 
K. L. A.; 8. C. Callison, Kentucky 
representative World Book En- 
eyelopedia. Harrodsburg H. S.: 
Elizabeth Hanson. Hindman, H. 
S.: Marion H. Skean. Dixie 
Heights H. S.: Catherine L. Tow- 
ers. 


4. Publicity articles prepared 
for newspapers about essay contest, 
legislative measures, items of local 
interest, ete. Essays published in 
local papers. Collecting of clip- 
pings, ete. for K. L. A. Publicity 
Serapbook. Accomplished through 
regional chairman. 


5. Publicity for legislative meas- 
ures, ete. mailed from Library Ex- 
tension Division: 2,997 items (cost 
of $47.14 contributed). 


6. Publications prepared by Re- 
search Chairman: 


Exrcnsive article in Mountain 
Life and Work on subject ‘* Chang- 
ing the Library Map of the South- 
land.’’ (2 euts at $4 given). 500 
copies of booklet entitled ‘* Devel- 
opment of Library Service in Ken- 
tucky, 1784-1940.’’ (Cost of $41.55 
paid by K. L. A. and _ personal 
gifts). 


7. Program of Publicity Com- 
mittee not fully accomplished, e.g. 
Radio, forums, articles in farm and 
home journals and other maga- 
zines, feature articles and reprints, 
study of rural library service 
througk programs of agricultural 
and home demonstration agents, 
endorsement of state library pro- 
gram by clubs and organizations in 
state. 


Publicity Committee, K. L. A. 
Virginia Engle, Chairman. 
Florence H. Ridgeway, 
Elizabeth Hanson, 


DEVELOPMENTS IN LIBRARY 
SERVICE IN KENTUCKY 
A Review 
by 
Florenee H. Ridgway 
This booklet is available to all 
libraries. If your library has not 
received a copy, please send your 
request to Miss Lena B. Nofcier, 
Director, Library Extension Divi- 
sion, Frankfort, Kentucky. 


% Po * 
Kk. L. A. 33RD ANNUAL 
MEETING 
SUMMARY 


Miss Merrill’s quotation from 
Miss Culver’s address ‘‘ Deeds not 
Words’’ expresses very concisely 
what we have been doing these two 
days. We have contemplated what 
has been done with very little theo- 
rizing or even prophesying about 
it. Miss Merrill has held up Ar- 
kansas for us to lock at; Miss 
Grant has told us about Murray; 
we have seen the book truck from 
Homeplace; we have heard from 
Mr. Brigham what the Certification 
Board has been doing, and what 
Mrs. Settle and her legislative com- 
mittee accomplished last winter. 
We have marveled at the work done 
by Miss Engle and her publicity 
group, and have aetually heard the 
essay-contest winner read her es- 
say; our fingers have itched to get 
hold of Miss Nofcier’s biennial re- 
port with the multicolored map, 
and we have handled Mrs. Ridg- 
way’s historical sketch with eager 
anticipation. We have-listened to 
Miss Grauman outline her plans 
for next year, and have chuckled 
over the unorthodox library ad- 
ventures of the Colonial Dames, the 
Chi Omegas and the Junior 
Leaguers. Mr. Beach has opened 
up Eastern Kentucky to our view 
in an amazingly lucid way. Miss 
Wofford has contributed an illum- 
inating statement on the trends of 
library training in the state. Mr. 
Hale’s report of 660 W. P. A. li- 
brary workers in the state made us 
gasp and sit up. This morning we 
have had concise reviews of the 
school library situation, the activi- 
ties of the Junior Group in Ken- 
tucky, and the work of the Depart- 
ment of Library Science at the 
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University of Kentucky. Through 
all of this we see a multiplicity of 
effort, aud an amazing variety of 
accomplishment, together with 
great eagerness of purpose. Surely 
with greater unity, a gathering to- 
gether of all these varied strands 
of endeavor, Kentucky would real- 
ly get somewhere. 

So What? All through the pro- 
eram recommendations have been 
made. I have three pages of them. 
Some of them concern the K. L. A. 
itself, such as: 


1. Increased membership. 

2. Membership from secticns now 
poorly represented. 

3. To meet more often in regions 
needing more library service. 

4. To encourage library clubs or 
local groups to organize. 

5. To make adjustments so that 
school librarians may take a 
more active part in K. L. A. 

6. To hold a conference to coordi- 
nate library training. 


Others coneern our legislative 
program : 
1. To revise the law for second 


class cities. 

2. To initiate legislation for retire- 
ment and pensioning of librar- 
ians. 

3. To work for State and Federal 
aid. 

4. To work for a larger appropria- 
tion for the Department of Li- 
brary and Archives and the 
Library Extension Division. 

5. To support the regional library 
idea through state agencies. 


Still others deal with special or 

emergency situations: 

1. Codification of library laws. 

2. Cooperation in the National De- 
fense Program. 

3. Further study of the library 
training situation. 

4. Support and encouragement of 
Citizen’s Library League. 

5. Emphasis on trained personnel 
in all state positions. 

6. Accreditation for a state library 
training agency. 
This summary certainly outlines 

a program for next year for the 


K. L. A. Dr, Barrow will, I have 


no doubt, offer resolutions for your 
consideration which will ecrystalize 
the thought of the meeting in bet- 
ter form than I have been able to 
do. 
Margaret I. King, Librarian 
University of Kentucky. 
= * * 
CENTRAL KENTUCKY 
LIBRARY CLUB 


The second meeting of the Cen- 
tral Kentucky Library Club was 
held in the Union Church at Berea 
on November 9th, 1940 at six 
o’clock. Immediately following din- 
ner the members enjoyed a delight- 
ful program planned by the hosts, 
Dr. Barrow and his staff. Miss 
Janet Schumacher of Berea sang 
three charming arias. Miss Mar- 
garet King of the University of 
Kentueky gave a brief summary of 
the Southeastern Library Confer- 
ence held in Savannah, October 23- 
26, 1940. 


The business session was called 
to order by the chairman Miss 
Elizabeth Hanson. The club voted 
to record in its minutes a resolu- 
tion instructing the secretary to 
write a letter to the State Depart- 
ment of Edueation at Frankfort, 
advising that the Central Kentucky 
Library Club endorses and backs 
the re-appointment of a State Li- 
brary supervisor as a member of 
the Department of Edueation at 
Frankfort. After the business ses- 
sion an enjoyable period of folk 
dancing followed. 


Elizabeth Hanson, Chairman. 
* * * 


MEETING OF CERTIFICA- 
TION BOARD 


The Certification Board met on 
November 16 in Louisville. 


The following report is offered 
for information: 


1. The Board gave careful con- 
sideration to a list of questions and 
suggestions concerning the pro- 
posed scheme of classified certifi- 
cates, obtained from librarians who 
replied to the letter of July 18. 

2. No final approval of a plan 
to be adopted was possible at this 
meeting in view of modifications 
that seemed desirable and the need 


of checking on the practical ap- 
plication of the plan as modified 
before approving and announcing 
it. It is proposed to redraft the 
plan, to check it with a substantial 
number of individual cases repre- 
senting difficult personal - situa- 
tions, and then to obtain action of 
the Certification Board on the per- 
fected plan at the earliest possible 
date. It is felt this action can be 
obtained very soon without the 
necessity of a mecting of the Cer. 
tifieation Board. 


The Board is doing everything 
humanly possible to arrive at a re- 
sult which will be acceptable as 
well as valid, and which therefore 
‘an be expected to stand up over a 
reasonable period of time. 


The Board gratefully acknowl- 
edges the help received from li- 
brarians in the field, in the many 
valuable comments and suggestions 
offered. An announcement ean be 
expected from the Board in the 
near future. 


H. F. Brigham, Chairman. 
Kk. L. A. Certification Board. 





Directory Of Kentucky 
Librarians Available 
January First 


The directory of Kentucky Li- 
brarians will be available after 
January 1, 1941, at the price of 
fifty cents (5€c) per copy. This 
Directory includes librarians of 
public, school, college, university 
and special libraries. It has 
been compiled by the Junior 
Section of the Kentucky Library 
Association, Mrs. Ruth Field, 
editor. 

We are depending upon all 
fellow librarians to make our un- 
deriaking a success. The num- 
ber of copies of our first publi- 
cation must necessarily be lim- 
ited. We hope every library in 
the state will request a copy. 
Please send your order prompt- 
ly! 

Remember to include fifty 
(50) cents when you ask for 
your copy of the Directory from: 

Annette Crutcher, 
Publication Chairman, 

Reference Department, 

Louisville Free Public Li- 
brary, 

Louisville, Kentucky. 
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K. L. A. EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEETING 
Louisville, Kentucky 
November 16, 1940 

The initial Post-conference meet- 
ing of the Executive Board of the 
Kentucky Library Association was 
held in Louisville, November 16, 
1940. Important decisions of gen- 
eral interest include: 

The invitation to hold our 1941 
convention in Bowling Green was 
accepted... The Conference will con- 
vene sometime in October, as usual. 

It was decided by vote of the 
Board to invite the Chairman of 
the Junior and School Sections to 
be present at mectings of the Ex- 
ecutive Board. 

Miss Grauman will represent the 
Association at the mid-winter 
Council Meeting of the American 
Library Association, in December. 

The following committees will 
participate in carrying out the 
plans of the Kentucky Library As 
sociation for te coming year: 

COMMITTEES 

Legislative—Leer Buckley, Lexing- 
ton; Robert W. Cullen, Frank- 
fort; Lena B. Nofcier, Frank- 
fort; Anna H. Settle, Louisville, 
Chairman, 

Library Trainin g—Ellison L. 
Brown, Murray; Margie Helm, 
Bowling Green; Azile Wofford, 
Lexington, Chairman. 

Membership—Martha Lue Hutehi- 
son, Ashland; Ray Tydings, 
Louisville; Helen F. Fry, Lex- 
ington, Chairman. 

Planning—Harold F. Brigham, 
Louisville; Margie Helm, Bowl- 
ing Green; Margaret I. King, 
Lexington; Lena B. Nofeier, 
Frankfort; Dr. John Barrow, 
Berea, Chairman. 

Publicity—Mary Elizabeth Earle, 
Frankfort; Mrs. J. Eugene Gil- 
bert, Owensboro; Dorothy Good- 
win, Louisville, Chairman. 

School Library—Mary Fox Clardy, 
Pineville; Agnes Cooper, Lexing- 
ten; Esther Mason, Louisville; 
Brownie Rowe, Coral Ridge; Al- 
vina Headley, Corbin, Chairman. 

Survey High School Libraries 
Chairman to be announced. 





JUNIOR SECTION, K. L. A. 


The Junior Section elected the 
following officers for 1940-1941 : 
Robert F. Beach, Berea College Li- 

brary, Chairman. 

Sara Tyler, Western State Teach- 
ers College, Vice-Chairman. 

Jacqueline Bull, University of Ken- 
tucky Library, Seeretary-Treas- 
urer. 

Congratulations are due the Jun- 
iors for their present attainments 
and future plans. As a result of 
their publicity, the Kentucky Li- 
brary Association gained thirty 
new members. The Committee in 
charge of publication of the Diree- 
tory of Kentucky Librarians are 
the following Louisvillians: 
Grace Lothman, Louisville 

Publie Library. 

Mary Elizabeth Sloane, Louisville 
Free Publie Library. 

Annette Crutcher, Louisville Free 
Public Library, Chairman. 
Thirteen of the sixteen regional 

Junior Librarians have aecepted to 

serve as special representatives of 

Junior projects and activities in 

their respective districts of the 

state. 

All Junior librarians of Ken- 
tucky interested in contributing 
their services to the success of the 
Junior Section are urged to send 
their names to Miss Jacqueline 
Bull, Secretary-Treasurer, care of 
University of Kentucky Library. 
The officers are eager to receive 
suggestions as to specific services 
which it may be possible for them 
to render. What have you to sug- 
gest? Send your comments. to 
Robert F. Beach, Chairman of the 
Junior Section, care of Berea Col- 
lege Library, Berea, Kentucky. 


Free 


‘fulfilled every anticipation. 





HAVE YOU BEEN TO 
BOSTON ? 
Join The A. L. A. 


and 
Travel East In 1941 


Everyone needs. professional 
guidance and inspiration. 

The amount of your salary 
now determines your A. L. A. 
dues. 

The revised form of member- 
ship blanks will be available af- 
ter January 1, 1941. 

Application for membership 
may be made to the American 
Library Association, 520 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, III. 











SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION OCT. 23-26, 
1940 SAVANNAH, GA. 


Everyone who has ever attended 
a meeting of ‘‘Southeastern’’ in- 
variably looks forward to the next 
one, for the charm and friendly 
spirit of the southern cities linger 
long after. The eleven representa- 
tives from Kentucky found that 
the 1940 conference at Savannah 
From 
the welcoming address at the open- 
ing session through the closing re- 
marks at the final dinner there per- 
vaded a feeling of unmistakable 
welcome and a spirit of congenial- 
ity. Miss Essae M. Culver, presi- 
dent of the A. L. A., and Mr. Fred- 
erie Melcher, editor of Publishers’ 
Weekly, addressed the large aud- 
ience assembled for the first gen- 
eral session. The reception which 
followed was held in the beautiful 
southern home now belonging to 
Armstrong Junior College. 

The next day began with the first 
of Miss Nora Beust’s talks on books 
for young people, followed by a 
general meeting which emphasized 
the subject of publicity. The dis- 
cussion was ably opened by Mr. 
John Adams Lowe, whose talk un- 
der the title, ‘‘Aim at Your Tar- 
get’’, was punctuated with wise 
and witty remarks that brought ap- 
preciative laughter from the aud- 
ience. The necessity of good will 
and the importance of interesting 
people in the support of publie li- 
braries were stressed, but it was 
brought out that to obtain needed 
cooperation the library-must dem- 
onstrate its value and its need for ~ 
aid by extending its reader service. 
Miss Marie Loizeau went into prae- 
tical details of an organized pub- 
licity program on a sound business 
basis, speaking particularly of 
newspaper publicity and spread- 
ing knowledge of library service. 

All those attending the confer- 
ence enjoyed an interlude from 
meeting, leetures. and discussions 
when they drove to Savannah 
Beach for a characteristically local 
form of entertainment, an oyster 
roast. Threatening weather disap- 
peared as if by magie as the trip 
was to start, and the twenty-five 
miles over Victory Drive, a beau- 
tiful broad roadway bordered 
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throughout its entire length with 
thousands of palmettos and olean- 
ders and ending at the beach with 
views of an azure sea, will be long 
remembered, 

Section meetings proved stimu- 
lating. Library standards formed 
the main subject for the College 
and University Libraries section, 
and staff personnel, staff associa- 
tions, and aids for readers’ advis- 
ory service, the topies at the Pub- 
lie Libraries meeting. County and 
regional librarians heard discus- 
sions on library service in the sev- 
eral southeastern states, economic 
and social trends in the Southeast 
which offer significant opportun- 
ities to libraries, and what these 
libraries will have to do to meet 
present-day challenges. 


At the Catalog Section Miss Cul- 
ver’s discussion of the catalog from 
the point of view of an organizer 
was followed by a talk on the use 
of bibliographies to supplement the 
ecard catalog, and a discussion of 
the several union catalogs in pro- 
cess in the southeastern region. At 
the Reference Section topics in- 
cluded the needs for better plan- 
ning for library surveys, special 
collections dealing with local his- 
tory, a report on_ bibliographic 
projects in progress, and_ better 
reference room equipment to pro- 
mote speed in answering questions 
and in the method of approach to 
those seeking reference assistance. 
The section on Work with Children 
and Young People discussed ways 
of insuring a continued interest in 
reading when young people become 
adults and spoke of plans for com- 
bining with the School and Chil- 
dren’s Librarians Section. 

Junior Members at their dinner 
heard reports of Junior activities 
in various southeastern states and 
appointed a committee to draw up 
a constitution. Among the many 
attractive exhibits on display in the 
hotel lobby were those featuring 
the activities of Junior Members 
throughout the United States. 

The conference ended with a fes- 
tive dinner under a ceiling of fresh 
green bamboo branches from which 
hung Spanish moss. Here was 
presented the second Carl Bohnen- 
berger Memorial Medal for the 
most distinguished first literary 


work written by a native and resi- 
dent of the southeastern region, the 
first having gone to Margaret 
Mitchell for her ‘‘Gone With the 
Wind.’’ This year it was given to 
Harry Lee of Atlanta for his book, 
‘*The Fox in the Cloak’’. Mr. Lee, 
a young author and a gifted speak- 
er, in accepting the award, spoke 
of his aims in writing and _ his 
strong belief in the things he put 
into his book. The address of the 
evening, ‘‘Ramparts of Demoera- 
ey’’, was given by Dr. Edwin R. 
Embree, President of the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund, Chieago. Dr. 
Embree reviewed the progress of 
the nation as a whole and the South 
as a section in the democratie way 
of life, ealling attention to some of 
the shortcomings that must be cor- 
rected if the ramparts of demoera- 
ey are to be made strong. . . 

Everyone was happy in the sue- 
cess of the Conference and left car- 
rying away vivid mental pictures 
of a beautiful historie city with its 
numerous parks, semi-tropical 
plants, interesting old homes, gra- 
cious hospitality, and an air of con- 
tentment. 

For the next two vears Miss Ola 
M. Wyeth, librarian of the Savan- 
nah Publie Library, will serve as 
president of the Association, sue- 
cecding Miss Marjorie Beal; Mr. F. 
Kk. W. Drury, librarian of the 
Nashville Publie Library, as vice- 
president; and Mr. Alfred Rawlin- 
son regional librarian of the T. V. 
A. Library at Gilbertsville, Ken- 
tucky, as secretary-treasurer. 


Evelyn Schneider, Librarian 
University of Louisville Library. 





Kentucky Librarians 


Active membership in the 
Kentucky Library Association 
promotes’ professional enthus- 


‘asm, and joy in achievement. 


Join now and receive a copy 
of the Post-Conference Bulletin. 


Send $1.C0 to 
Isabel Bennett 
Sastern State Teachers 
College 
Richmond, Kentucky 
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BOOK WEEK ACTIVITIES 


The observance of Children’s 
Book Week for almost a quarter of 
a century and the ideas developed 
by the varied cooperating agencies 
have been important factors in the 
amazing growth of interest in the 
subject of children’s books, the 
publication of which has now be- 
come a major department of the 
publishing houses. 


The inception of the idea of Na- 
tional Book Week was with the Li- 
brary Commission of the Boy 
Seouts of America. At the annual 
meeting of the American Book 
Sellers’ Association in May, 1915, 
the following resolution was 
passed: ‘‘Resolved, That the As- 
sociation approve the suggestion of 
the Boy Scouts of America for a 
country wide canvas for better 
books for children, both by the eo- 
operation of a special week in No- 
vember, and by an offer on our part 
to raise the standard of children’s 
reading, as offered by our stores 
and by the publishers.”’ 

Later, the Council of the Ameri- 
ean Library Association, ‘‘R2- 
solved, That the Council of the 
American Library Association wel- 
comes the aid of the Library Com- 
mission of the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica in its efforts to improve the 
reading taste of the boys of the 
country; that the Council of the 
Association approves the plans of 
the Library Commission of the 
Boy Scouts for a week, when by 
vote of the American Booksellers’ 
Association the retail book-trade 
shall place special emphasis on 
juvenile books and that the Coun- 
cil of this Association commends 
this plan, as announced by the Boy 
Scouts of America, to the favorable 
consideration of the public li- 
braries of the country.”’ 


‘‘Buy the Best Books for Your 
Children’? was the slogan of the 
first Bock Week which was _ ob- 
served December 4-9, 1916. The 
six page leaflet entitled ‘‘Good 
Book Week’’ set forth the idea of 
co-operative publicity on the part 
of schools, libraries, women’s or- 
ganizations, churches, Y. M. C. A. 
Boy Seouts and book sellcrs. The 


9X12 poster showed a boy climbing 
a stack of books step by step to 
There were seven 


achieve success. 
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steps upon which he climbed, name- 
lv: Heroes of Chivalry, Men of 
Daring, Pioneer Heroes, American 
Patriots, Book of Facts, Handicraft 
For Handy Boys, with the last step 
a book entitled Achieving Success. 
A list of three hundred books en- 
titled Books Boys Like Best was 
prepared under the supervision of 
George F. Bowerman, Librarian, 
Public Library of the District of 
Columbia. The interpretative 
studies preceding each group of 
books, each of which emphasized 
the idea of the tendeney of the boy 
toward hero worship at the boy 
scout age, were written by Frank- 
lin K. Matthiews, Boy Seout Li- 
brarian, 

Book Week was not observed in 
1917 and 1918, and then in May, 
1919, at the American Booksellers’ 
Association, the Seeretary, Fred- 
erick G. Melcher, proposed that 
there be a national campaign for 
selling children’s books and that a 
committee be appointed. The plan 
which was developed has grown 
and gathered new adherents from 
year to year. Children’s Book 
Week is now a truly cooperative 
project, with every group interest- 
ed in children and in books, lend- 
ing its support. 

The emphasis of the 1916 Book 
Week was on the moralistic value 
of books for boys, the danger that 
comes from association with de- 
praved companions in books, with 
stress on success as one of the chief 
goals of reading. With the revival 
of the idea in 1919 the emphasis 
was changed. Children of all ages 
were given consideration when the 
national publicity and reading lists 
were planned. What was even more 
significant the bases of selection of 
children’s books were broadened, 
and there was also a looking for- 
ward to the development of chil- 
dren’s literature. The combined 
efforts of various national organiza- 
tions, and writers, illustrators, pub- 
lishers, educators and librarians for 
the past twenty-two years have 
given the child of to-day a wide 
variety of colorful books to meet 
varied interests and needs, 

The Louisville Free Publie Li- 
brary, as has been the custom since 
1916, initiated plans and also co- 
operated with various groups to in- 
terpret the purpose of Book Week 
1940, 


There were a number of avenues 
through which the Library worked 
to provide aid to adults in the selee- 
tion of children’s books. Some 
three hundred of the 1940 publica- 
tions in their colorful book jackets 
were placed on exhibit in the Par- 
ents’ Room. The book jackets on 
the books in a publie library in- 
trigued the public. They liked it 
and wanted the book jackets when 
the books were put into cireula- 
tion. 

A list of these books was mailed 
to all schools in Louisville and Jef- 
ferson County. Kaufman-Strauss 
Co. printed a six page leaflet en- 
titled, Some Recent Publications 
and Old Time Favorites, selected 
by the Head of the Children’s De- 
partment, containing expressions 
of interest in children’s reading by 
Mr. H. F. Brigham, Librarian, and 
various supervisors in the schools. 
The Stewart Dry Goods Co., who 
ach year cooperates with the 
American Association of University 
Women in their annual exhibit of 
toys and books, multigraphed a 
twenty-three page booklet to aid 
parents in the selection of toys and 
books. The Library played an 
active part in the program this 
vear. Miss F. C. Kammerer, Chair- 
man of Education, was responsible 
for the compilation of the booklet. 
Mrs. Ethel MaeMillan, Supervisor 
of the W. P. A. Story-Telling Divi- 
sion. sponsored by the Library, 
selected the books for the pre-school 
child. Miss B. W. Bell selected the 
books for the parents. The W. K. 
Stewart Book Company used lists 
issued by the Library to recom- 
mend books to customers. 

Sponsored by the Library Serv- 
ice Committee of the Fifth District 
Parent-Teacher Association a play 
entitled The Library and The 
Joneses was given November 15 for 
the association by twelve members 
of the W. P. A. Story-Telling Di- 
vision. The play was _ repeated 
over WINN. 

Talks on children’s books, story- 
telling and the Parents’ Room were 
given by the Head of the Chil- 
dren’s and School Department to 
the Fifth District Parent-Teacher 
Association and to seven adult aud- 
iences during November. A num- 
ber of new borrowers both adult 
and juvenile were registered. 





The children in the various li- 
brary centers were delighted with 
the activities arranged by the li- 
brarians for them. The children’s 
rooms were gay with colorful post- 
ers, dolls, flags and new books. The 
book buying was planned with the 
branch librarians so as to give each 
library center a supply of new 
titles and new editions for display. 
A display of English writers and 
illustrators, featured throughout 
the entire library system, attracted 
wide spread interest. At the Main 
library another exhibit which 
seemed to have a general appeal 
of interest was Books of Yesterday. 
The ‘‘antique’’ furniture used with 
the books was made by the Toy 
Lending Division of W. P. A. The 
contrast in the format of children’s 
books of several generations ago 
was of as much interest to our pub- 
lic as the content, and told dramat- 
ically the story of the influence 
of the machine age upon the pro- 
duction of books. 


The W. P. A. Story-Telling, 
Dramatie and Puppetry Division, 
organized by the Library three 
years ago to help white and colored 
children to enjoy more fully the 
resources of the library, was very 
active in its cooperation. The 
Dramatie Division coached children 
for two book week plays entitled 
The Book Shelf and The Prickley 
Prince, which were given in cos- 
tume in the branch libraries. The 
Puppetry Division gave two pup- 
pet plays entitled A Book Week 
Revue and Nicodemus at the Main 
library, thirteen branches and sub- 
branches, the Children’s Center 
and eight school assemblies. The 
Story-Telling Division told stories 
and read aloud to groups of chil- 
dren in all branch libraries. About 
five thousand applauding children 
enjoyed the various programs. Nic- 
odemus had to respond again and 
again to curtain ealls. 


During Book Week the Courier- 
Journal was generous with , space, 
making it possible for us to reach 
the people with the message of the 
theme of national book week—Good 
Books—Good Friends. We were 
encouraged, that in a world aflame, 
newspapers and magazines were 
generous with the publication of 
pictures and special articles on the 
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value of children’s literature in 
edueation and reereation. 


Bernice W.: Bell, 
Head of Children’s and School 
Department, Louisville Free 
Publie Library. 


Editor’s Note: Miss Avis M. 
Pillsbury, Librarian, Millicent Li- 
brary, Fairhaven, Massachusetts, 
has ealled our attention to the fact 
that 1940 Book Week Celebration 
eoinecided with Education Week. 
She raises the question: ‘‘Should 
librarians permit this division of 
interest ?’’ 


* * * 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN 
KENTUCKY 
(From page 6) 
for High School Libraries, pub- 
lished by the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany. : iis 


Last year boards of education ap- 
propriated $93,433.30 for the pur- 
chase of new books for the high 
school libraries. Of course this 
amount was supplemented in many 
schools with funds which had been 
collected for this purpose. 


I think anyone who has observed 
the development of the high schools 
in this state will admit that the li- 
brary situation has improved. very 
materially. All of the new build- 
ings that are being built and have 
been built have made and are mak- 
ing adequate provision for the li- 
brary. School administrators and 
boards of education are coming 
more and more to look upon the Hi- 
brary as one of the most unifying 
agencies of the school. 


I am pleased to note as I visit 
schools that boards of education are 
spending more for their elementary 
school libraries. 

I appreciate the opportunity to 
give you these few facts regarding 
the library situation in our schools. 
I am grateful for the cooperation 
that your organization is giving, 
and I sineerely regret that I cannot 


be present to go into more detail 
concerning conditions that exist 
and our efforts to improve them. 


Mark Godman, 
Director of Supervision, De- 
partment of Education. 
* a cS 
KY. CITIZENS’ LIBRARY 
LEAGUE TO SPONSOR 
ESSAY CONTEST 

The Kentucky Citizens’ Library 
League and the Library Extension 
Division are sponsoring the Essay 
Contest for junior and senior high 
school students in Kentucky this 
year. With the assistance of the 
Extension Division of the Depart- 
ment of Library and Archives, 
this contest will take up the second 
division of needed library facilities 
for our state. Material and statis- 
tics for these essays will be mailed 
to interested. pupils and_ their 
teachers*in January, with the rules 
governing this contest. A plan will 
be worked out whereby the Regions 
may share in this work, as the es- 
says can be judged in their respec- 
tive Regions and the winners be 
sent to the central judging commit- 
tee for the highest awards. It is 
planned to give many more books 
as prizes this year. 

The following officers and board 
members were elected in October: 
President—Mrs. A. S. Gardiner, 

Horse Cave. 

First Vice-President—Miss 


Mary 
E. Verhoeff, Louisville. 


Second Vice-President—Mrs. John 
Neill, Russellville. 

Secretary-Treasurer—Mrs, 
M. Fort, Frankfort. 

Publicity Chairman—Mrs. Edward 
A. Fish, Williamsburg. 

K. L. A. Representative—Miss Ed- 
na J. Grauman, Louisville. 


Robert 


Finance Chairman— Mr. Virgil 
Steed, Lexington; Mr. Farland 
Robbins, Mayfield; Mr. Harold 
F. Brigham, Louisville. 


Organization Chairman—Miss Le- 
na B. Nofeier, Frankfort. 


MRS. J. CAMPBELL CANTRI Fi 
REAPPOINTED STATE | 
LIBRARIAN 


The material for our Bullet® 
had: been sent to the printers whé 
Mrs. Cantrill’s appointment wa 
announced by the Governor. Of 
Friday, December 6, 1940, Goy 
ernor Keen Johnson issued an of 
der declaring the post vacant am 
followed it with another one nant 
ing Mrs. Cantrill for a four yeat 
term. She succeeded Mrs. Emm 
Guy Cromwell who had served 
State Librarian since September 
1937. 


me 
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THE SERVICE OF THE | 


LIBRARIES 


Excerpis from an Editorial in the 
don Times Literary. Supplement, 
ust 24, 1940. 


That the public library at any 


rate is no idle superfluity is a poll 
upon which the memorandum @ 
the Board of Education happifj 
leaves no possible doubt. It insistj 
that the libraries offer recreatioT 
and instruction to masses of rea@ 
ers. and that as the longer blacked 
out nights return there will 
more and more need for books t 
supply the place of other amusé 
ments that are no longer practi 
able or accessible. It is suggested 
too, that the libraries might dé 
velop into centres for such acti 


ties as study and play-reading cit 


cles. No exception can be taken té 
this suggestion, but it will remaii 
the principal function of the 

braries to meet the wants of read 


ers and to stimulate reading. After 


hours of tiring labour in the dif 
ferent branches of national service 


a quiet evening with a book is of 


ten better rest and refresh nent 


than more active pursuits and hob 
bies, nor should the relief that # 
given by even a few minutes witlf 


a favourite author during break 


. . ss 
in the working hours be forgotten 


RRL Be RRS NPD: 


fate 





& 
a 
a 
4 
4 

‘4 
a 
| 





14 ~ 


